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Coming up in July: 

 

Guest Speaker 

Joe Doherty 

‘President’s Message 

 

22 July 

15 July 

1 July 

Guest Speakers   

Tanya Mhlanga 

and Raechel 

Popping  

‘The RANZSE 

Experience 2011’ 

Guest Speaker 

Tony Ratcliffe 

‘The Elephant Man’ 

3 July 

Rotary in Action … Community Service  
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29 July 

  8 July 

Guest speaker   

Jane Lawrence 

‘As Well As 

Wellness Centre’ 

 

 

No morning meeting 

Waikato Sunrise 

Changeover  

1 July 

District Changeover 

See advertisement p6 

 5 Aug Guest Speaker 

AG Tim Brooker,  

‘Area 1 Assistant 

Governor Visit’  
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Rotary in Action                                                                                                                        

… International Service 
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Polio eradication continues through 

Rotary’s vision and mission for a Polio 
free world.  If you have considered 

joining a team of Rotarians to 

participate in a National Immunisation 

Day (NID),  then consider travelling to 
India in November  2011 and make 

this the humanitarian experience of 

your lifetime! 

Click here for District’s National 

Immunisation Day and tour of 
India 

 

Service Above Self continued… 
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2010/11 Funding of ‘Rotary’ Programmes / Projects Totaling $98996.00 
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Group Study Exchange (GSE)   

is one of Rotary Foundation’s premier programmes, 

promoting vocational and cultural understanding, 

and goodwill between nations.  

The 2012 GSE exchange will be between D9930  

Central North Island NZ and  D3050 North Western 

India. Travel dates will be mid January to late 

February. 

We are looking for team member applicants 

between the ages of 25 and 40 – non-Rotarians and 

not closely related to a Rotarian. For further details 

about this programme and the application process  

contact lee.furness@gmail.com 
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Follow Timon’s blog: 

timonkrause@waarbenjij.nu 

Service Above Self continued 

Fri 24 June, we celebrated Timon’s 

17th birthday at our club meeting, 

and his official farewell.  Timon 

spoke of his wonderful year as a 

Rotary International Youth 

Exchange student in NZ, sharing 

that he has made some wonderful 

friendships and has learnt to make 

the most of ever opportunity.  He 

thanked Waikato Sunrise for 

hosting him, in particular his host 

families – Jim and Heather Galt, 

Bryce and Janet Weal, Maria 

Carlton, Libby Gairdner and Tim 

Anderson, and Lee Furness and 

Bob Laing. 

 

 
 

Timon was presented with a gold 

pocket watch as a club birthday 

present, engraved as a keepsake.  

He was also presented with a 

Kiwiana quilt, personally crafted for 

him by Lee Furness. 

 

Timon’s father joins him for a brief 

visit and some NZ travel on 4 July, 

and Timon leaves NZ for home 20 

July.  
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News from Tel Aviv 

District 9930’s Ambassadorial 

Scholar, Robbie Frances writes: 
Salaam alaikum!  Well, it's hard to                          

know how to start this email, my mind 

is filled with so many emotions, ideas,  

The past two weeks have been perhaps the greatest 

of my journey thus far. I finished my second 

semester with a bang - not only with top grades but 

also inspired and motivated by the material we are 

covering in class. As you may have read in the news, 

the situation here in the Middle East is particularly 

fragile right now, with events of September rapidly 

approaching. In September the United Nations will 

vote on whether Palestinian territories will be 

recognized as an independent state or not. While no 

one knows what the outcome will be, popular opinion 

predicts an escalation in the conflict as the national 

and international community continue to struggle with 

issues of borders, security, refugees and Jerusalem. 

In all of my classes we discuss, analyze and 

simulate the current events of the Middle East in 

order to better understand, predict, resolve, mediate 

and negotiate. 

View Robbie!s latest photos 

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150297090435579.381781.645130578&l=575b081f5e 

memories… My lifelong friend, Simone Haylett-Petty 

departed a few hours ago after spending two 

wonderful weeks with my friends and I here in Israel. 

Having her here has really made me think about the 

kind of life I lead and in particular, how often I have to 

say goodbye to the people I love. Goodbyes always 

remind me how far away from home I am and how 

much I miss you all. However, looking over the photos 

of the last two weeks and thinking about the amazing 

memories we've shared, also reminds me just how 

blessed I am to live the life I do - and you know what? 

I cannot imagine life any other way! 

to the right, all at the same time. It's bizarre, when you 

think that we, as women, can sun ourselves on the 

beach in Eilat wearing bathing suits, while across the 

way, in Saudi Arabia women must be completely 

covered and are not even allowed to drive cars. I 

guess this is all part of being in the boiling pot of the 

Middle East. 

The next day we crossed the border into Jordan and 

traveled one hour by taxi to a small Bedouin village in 

the middle of nowhere called Wadi Rum. The 

Bedouins are Arabic nomads who live in tents/caves 

in the wilderness and are usually goat or camel 

herders. From here our 12 year old driver, Eid, drove 

us 30 minutes to an even more isolated collection of 

tents with not a road, building, electricity or running 

water in sight. We had such fun - desert walks, sunset 

watching, Bedouin food and entertainment. The next 

day we were up early to catch the bus through the 

desert to Wadi Musa where we spent two days at the 

magnificent wonder of the world, Petra. While I could 

tell you about Petra itself, I think the pictures tell a 

better story. Although, what I would like to mention 

were the unforgettable locals we met while we were 

there - Bedouins who still live in the caves of Petra. 

The first evening some young Bedouins invited us to 

their cave for an evening meal. It was amazing, sitting 

in a cave miles away from modern civilization listening 

to stories of fighting off wolves, catching and training 

eagles to sell to the Saudi Arabians, riding camels in 

the desert for days...my heart and imagination were 

captured! The next day one of the Bedouins took me 

the back way through the mountains into Petra. First 

though, we had to have tea with his goat herding 

uncles who we came across during our adventure. For 

an hour or so we drank sweet Bedouin tea and 

discussed Middle Eastern politics under the shade of 

a tree with the goats. I then climbed the Jordanian 

mountains while trying to absorb breath-taking views 

of Wadi Arabia (Arabian desert) and listening to 

Bedouin stories until we eventually showed up by the 

stunning monastery at the Petra. 

We crossed back into Israel after two days in Wadi 

Musa via the King Hussain crossing. Other adventures 

included a trip to Jerusalem, the West Bank as well as 

the Dead Sea and Masada. 

On Monday I start my six-week summer school and 

believe it or not, my year will then be over! I start part 

time work as an Au Pair in Neuilly sur-Seine, Paris, on 

September the 1st. Until then, it!s back to reality - time 

to swap the beach for my laptop, and my novel for 

academic journals!                   Robbie  

Simone arrived on my first day of semester break. 

Because it is very hot, naturally we spent a lot of time 

at the beach, but even this was too hot and we soon 

sought the relief of air-conditioned buildings! Several 

days after she arrived we caught the night bus from 

Tel Aviv to Eilat in Southern Israel, which is located 

on the Red Sea between Jordan and Egypt. Arriving 

at 5am we slept on the beach, swam, snorkeled and 

marveled at the fact that we could stand in Israel and 

see Jordan to the left, Saudi Arabia ahead and Egypt 


